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% . - Washington Post Blalf Writer
Sen, J. William Fulbright's
"1 characterization of the Domin-
«"ican Republic intervention as
. a “pgrievous mistake” came
_under heavy attack yesterday
~hy Sen. Thomas J. Dodd (D-
.~ Conn.), who called the -U. S,
"action an “unayoidable neces-
51ty ”

In a lengthy Senate speech,
“"Dodd charged that Fulbright,
‘chairman of the Senate
"Fomlgn Relations Commlttec,
( had ignored a mass of evi-
t, denee supporting the ‘correct-
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'_z- ness of President Johnson's

-sNdispatch of troops to Santo
5. Domingo last April.  ~
i "Dodd’s specch was -the prin-
i ~cipal thrust in-a multi-pronged
{. counterattack that pro-Admin-
& istration figives began mount-|é
-ing against' Fulbright yester-
day
. On Wednesday, TFulbright
L (D- Ark.) charged that the UsS.
{ intervention had resulted {rom
..‘a panicky -overestimation ' of
». Communist strength among
E‘the Dominican rebels, had
i placed the United States on
2> the side of right-wing forces
“.and had thus damaged U.S.
uprestlgc among progressive
¢ forces in Latin America,
Most -of the resultant furor
I--that sprang up yesterday was
;, centered . on Capitol  Hill —
and most of it was directed
agamst Fulbright. Among
.. those defending the Admini-
' stratlon were Senate Republi
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can Leader Everett M. Dirk-
sen of Illinois, House Repub-
lican Leader Gerald. Ford of

Michigan, Sen. Russell B. Long
(D-La.), Scn. George A. Smath-
ers (D-Fla.) and Sen, Chfford
P. Case (R-N.J.).

Backing for Fulbrighi came
from .Sen, Joseph 8. Clark
(D-P4.), who found Fulbright's
views “overdue, sound and
wise,” and Sen. Wayne Morse
(D- 01e), who supported ‘Ful-
bright “100 per cent.”

Within the Administration
itself, most officials took a flat
“no commcnt” position. Pri-
vately, however, they made no
secret of their anger at Ful-

" {bright and implied that Dodd's
reply-bad the 'tacit blessing of|,

the Administration.
- The sole cxception to this
‘no comment” slance was De-
fense Sccretary Robert S. Me-
Namara, who ‘described TFul-
hright’s eriticism of U.S. Am-
hassador W. Tapley Bennett as
“an unfair attack on a very ded-
icated and very able foreign
service officer.”

MeNamara also said there
was “no question in my mind”

that U.S. citizens in the Domin-

ican Repuplic had been ecn-
dangered by the revolution.
Rut he 'did not answer Ful.
bright's assertion that U.S. offi-
cials. had ovcrestlmated the
Communist threat.

Dodd, a close friend of Pres-
ident \Johnson, charged Ful-
hrmht- with' a “tolerance of

commun\ism" and sald he “suf
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fers from an mdxscrlmmate in-
fatuation with revolutions of
all kinds, national, demoecratic
or Communist.”

-The Connecticut Senator
agreed with Fulbright that the
United States cannot heat com-
munism by siding with ru,lmst
elements in Latin America and
that the “best hope for the fu-
ture : . . lies with the parties
of the socalled dcmocratlc
left.”

ITowever, he ar gued the sit-
uation in the Dominican Re-
public, when judged hy any
critevia, showed a danger of a
Comvnunist take over and re-|
quired direct action.

. 'To buttress this contention,
Dodd cited State Department
stimates of Communist
strength within the rebel lead-|
ership, the views of John Bart-;
low Martin, former U.S. am-i
bassador in Santo Domingo, .
and the report of a five-mems-;
ber Organization of Amerxcan
States Commission that visited|
Santo Domingo shortly after

the U.S. intervention,

The OAS Commission’s re-
port stated that Santo Do:!
mingo was in a state of an-
archy in the days after the!
revolution’s outbreak and that®
the rebel ranks included S(.‘V’g
eral ‘pro-Castro figures. How-!

-eveér, the report does not state.

outright that the rebel move:
ment was Communist’. con-‘
trolled;” and there has been}
considerab]e controversy about|
whether the: Commission in:.
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tended t,o imply that. it Was.
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